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Delegation and Redelegation of Autherity

1, In comnectlon with the pioposed delegations of authoriiy by
the Director of Central Intlligerce, the Legal Steff hes reviowed
geveral deciglons of the Cooptroller General regarding the pos ibility
of redelegation.

2. The decisiond elearly imicate the Conptroller Geners .'s op-
position to redelegzation of rost jovers delegated in the propored
draft. It is our view that he wiid zpprove redelegation in oly lhe
following twe ilustances:

a. The power to authorise execution of contgacte (Paagraph
4, Section 10 of uroposed druft). There are, of course, —crtain
instances when even delegaticn of procuresent sgthorily is not
pemitted, {(For cxample, Section 3 of Public Law 110).

b. The aithorities giver. to the Chief of a iission o in-
depencent station o:tpide the contimental limits of the Uiited
States, insofar #s autiiorizat i oo 1s given to degignate an of-
Ticer or euployee to perform certain acts., (Parsgraph G of pro-
posed draft).

3. Prior to passage of the Adeinictrative Expence Statube of
196 {Public Law GO0, T9th Corgrers), the Couptroller Geuwral on several
occasions expresged his oppositio:. to delegation of suthority vested in
the head of an ageuey. lic Law 600 cpecifically authorized delegation
of much authority, dbut the Couplrcller General remained frm in ais gp-
pesition to rodelezation. This oppesition has bean «jicsced loikh in
decisions of the Cozptrelleir Geuseral and in GAO reguliticlig.

ke However, it is pocsiltle thmt the Compiroller Gereral g now
taking a wore liberal attitude tovard redelegation zs a result o iue
reorganisation plang recently enacted by Congress. For wxampli, on
22 March 1950, the Comptroller Cereral iniormed the Secrctary «f Cone
merce that the latier was not permitted to delegate to subuiciatcs,
the authority to designate amployees to atminister caihs under the
provisions of § U.S.Cs 162, Then, Congress passed Leorganiset .o Plau
No. 5, which contained the following proviso:

*The Secrctary of Commerte may from time to time make s.ch

provisions as he shall deem epprepriate autioriaing the por-
formance by any olher officer, or by any agency or employ: ¢,
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of the Department of Commerce of any function of the Secre-
BUYY ¢ o o "

As & Tesalb of the abdove, the Conpiroller General revorsed his previous
decision and concluded that the Sec:etary of Commeree now woald be au- 7
thorised to delspgate to subordinates Lhe authority to uesignaie em—
ployees to acminister gathe under ihe act vet cat in 5 U.S.C. 1ia. (De-
cision B=91896, cated 27 June 1950,

5. The Cemtral Intelligence fgency, of covrse, %as no suc: [ro-
viso in its basic legislatic., and consequently cannct taie full ad-
vantage of tnis decision. however, the recent decirion does iniicate the
Cozptroller Gemeral's rocogritica « I the current leglalative trond to-
ward more liberal delegatior of autherity.

6. Conclugion. 1In view of the above, it w: id seam l: gally sound
to utilize Eﬁés phrase in the proposed draft: *The ;owers delegated
herein zay be exerceised by the Deputiug of deslpnated officials, and
zay be redelegated wherc appropriave,®l In additios, in order to fore-
stall any objcction om the part of the Comptroller Genaral, we oclicve
the proposed draft sho:ld specify the positions to which delerations
are rade, rather than authorize redelegations to certain "designves in
writing."
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